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ganization of these continents took place. In those remote as-es, then, during which the country was occupied by a numerous and civilized people, wells must have been very common j and as they are not, like structures erected on the surface, subject to decay, or obnoxious to destruction, the discovery and examination of some of them is greatly to be desired. Who can tell what stores 6f treasure are buried in them; what specimens of art; what means for tracing the history, and also the revolutions, through which the ancient people of America have passed; their origin, progress, . and disappeai'ance ? If Palenque and its sister cities were destroyed by war, then it is almost certain that the inhabitants would have recourse to wells for the secretion of their treasures, both public and private; a practice that has been followed in all ages and by all people.
Relics of former ages, which have been found (more or less numerous) over both continents, incontestibly prove that civilized people flourished here in foi'mer ages; and that they and their progeny have disappeared, as if by some general and sudden calamity they had been swept off the stage of life, to a man. It would seem too, as if along period of deathlike stillness had succeeded, (like that after the deluge) so that all knowledge of them had perished, when another race appeared and took possession of the soil. These were the ancestors of the present Indians, who, in their turn are rapidly becoming extinct, without our being able to tell who they were, whence they came, or token they first made their appearance. We see no reasrra to doubt their tradition respecting the great Megalonyx and Mastodon of the western prairies, having been contemporary with their forefathers, since the discovery of the bones of these animals corroborate in some degree the truth of it. Nor is it at all improbable that their accounts of the voracious and enormous Piasd, ' the bird that devours men,' is fabulous; a figure of which is cut on the face of a smooth and perpendicular rock, at an elevation which no human art can now reach; near the mouth of a small stream, named the Piasa, which enters the Mississippi between Alton and the mouth of the Illinois. See Family Mag. 1837, Vol. iv, 101.
ON THE HYDRAULIC AND OTHER WORKS OP THE ANCIENT PERUVIANS.
Molina, in his ' Natural and civil History of CMli,' observes that previous to the invasion of the Spaniards, the natives practised artificial irrigation, by conveying water from the higher grounds in canals to their fields. Herrera says, many of the vales were exceedingly populous and well cultivated, 'having trenches of water.' The Peruvians carried the system to a great extent. " How must we admire (saysTEEumboldt) the industry and activity displayed by the ancient Mexicans and Perxivians in the irrigation of arid lands ! In the maritime parts of Peru, I have seen the remains of walls, along which water was conducted for a space of from 5 to 6000 metres, from the foot of the Codilleras to the coast. The conquerors of the 16th century destroyed these aqueducts, and that part of Peru has become, like Persia, a desart, destitute of vegetation. Such is the civilization carried by the Europeans among a people, whom they are pleased to call barbarous."* These people had laws for the protection of water, very similar to those of Greece, Rome, Egypt, and all the older nations; for those who conveyed water from the canals to their own land before their turn, were liable to arbitrary punishment. Several of the ancient American customs respecting water, were identical with those of the oldest
a New Spain. Black's Trans. Vol, ii, 46, and Frezier's Voyage to the South Seas, 213.ve no other resource for fresh water; and this must necessarily have been the case, ever since the present or-ision. The weight of the chain was eleven pennyweights, and it appeared to be as flexible as a piece of twine, certainly far more so than any chain formed of links. No end of a wire could be detected, and not a particla of solder was used.s, bow-
